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OUR PHILOSOPHY
 

We believe that students who are offered a strong curriculum in all of the arts develop the broad knowledge base and positive appreciation for aesthetics that traditionally has been the hallmark of the Liberal Arts education.  From that base have come the great ideas of our world.

In creating the performer-audience relationship, great care is taken by directors and students to develop individual talents while working within the artistic requirements of the chosen media: art, dance, music, or theatre.

By producing offerings each year that stretches the imagination of both the participants and the audience, we intend to create a broader interest in the arts for all people and an appreciation for how the arts permeate our lives. 

As we strive for excellence in our artistic endeavors, we create an enthusiasm for good artistic production that impresses every student with a lifelong appreciation for quality arts productions, whether as a performer or as a member of the audience. 

Through our “excellence in the arts” program, we intend to continue building the good reputation of the Nauvoo-Colusa Fine Arts Program far into the future.  To that end we subscribe to and teach the Illinois Learning Standards for Fine Arts:

1) Know the Language of the arts. (State Goal 25.)
a) Understand the sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive qualities of the arts.

b) Understand the similarities, distinctions and connections in and among the arts.

2) Through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced. (State Goal 26.)
a) Understand processes, traditional tools and modern technologies used in the arts.

b) Apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and perform in one or more of the arts.

3) Understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and present. (State Goal 27.)
a) Analyze how the arts function in history, society and everyday life.

b) Understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society and everyday life.
Also we subscribe and utilize the guidance of the National Standards for Music Education as outlined by the Music Educators’ National Conference
1) Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
2) Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
3) Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 
4) Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 
5) Reading and notating music. 
6) Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 
7) Evaluating music and music performances. 
8) Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 
9) Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 
Our goal in the instrumental music program is to develop student musicians who, through participation in our curriculum, are able to master the techniques of playing their selected instrument, understand the theory of the music, and express themselves musically using what they have learned.  In addition, we endeavor to inculcate in the student a love of music so that it will be a life long passion for each of them.  To this end, this Handbook is offered to guide students and their parents through our instrumental music program.
RULES

1. We respect each other.

2. We listen to each other.

3. We work hard together to achieve success.
You are expected to understand and follow these classroom rules.  They are simple, but when followed will result in a positive learning environment for all students.

AGENDA BOOK USAGE 

You are expected to bring your agenda book to each class.    Part of becoming a good student now and a citizen in the future is being able to organize your life.  The school provided agenda book provides the beginning knowledge of how to use a planner to organize and plan your life.  To that end, we will provide some basic instruction in planner usage as a part of our class work.
WORDS OF WISDOM

When we say, “I can’t”, that means that we have given up.  When we do that we limit ourselves tremendously.  Each one of us has limitless potential that is only realized when we succeed at something.   So, place no limits on yourself by saying, “I can’t.”  Realize the wisdom of these important words,

I HAVE NOT YET MASTERED THIS SKILL.
Saying, “Well, at least I tried,” is also another way of giving up.   Place no limits on yourself by using this phrase either.  Remember what Master Yoda said,

DO OR DO NOT, THERE IS NO TRY.
Keep working until you succeed! 
NEVER! NEVER! NEVER! GIVE UP! 1
The rewards are tremendous!
PROCEDURES

GENERAL PROCEDURES

1) Food, gum, or sodas are not allowed in the music room.  When you enter the room, if you have any of these items, please deposit them in the wastebasket located by the doors.  You may bring bottled water into the room.

2) Backpacks, purses, bags, and cell phones are not permitted in classrooms.  Please leave your bags and these other items in your locker or on the landing outside of the doors.

3) You are welcome to use the practice rooms while Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss are in the building.  To use a practice room sign up and obtain a pass from Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss to be certain a room is available.

4) We are fortunate to have an air conditioner in the music room.  The controls are only changed by Mrs. Wilson, Mr. Kanauss, or Mr. Dowell.

5) We are also fortunate to have very nice playback equipment.  The controls are only changed by Mrs. Wilson, Mr. Kanauss, or Mr. Dowell.

6) Lesson times are available for students who wish to take them.  Sign up for lessons during the first week of school.  Lesson times will be assigned during school and on a rotating basis.  
7) You are welcome to take music home to play.

a) When you check out music, check out the entire folder using the sheet enclosed in the folder.  
b) Each time you check out the music, please complete all of the information on the checkout sheet.  
c) Leave the check-out sheet in the folio cabinet in the correct slot for your folder. 
d) Complete the “Date Returned” box only when you return the music and replace the sheet in the folio.
e) If you are absent and have checked out the music folder, you are responsible to get the music to school so that your stand partner will have music to play during the class.

8) Because band is a co-curricular activity, performances are an essential part of the class experience.  Check all performance dates to be certain that your calendars will be clear on those dates.  Because each person is important to the success of each performance, attendance is required.
BAND REHEARSAL PROCEDURE

1) Arrive in the room at or before the tardy bell rings.

2) The SMARTBOARD® in the front center of the room let’s you know what will happen each day.   Look at it when you come in.  You will expect to see:

a) What you are expected to do at the beginning of each class;

b) What the day’s agenda will be; and

c) Other important information about the day’s class.

Please follow these instructions.

3) Please get your instrument prepared for playing:  
a) Assemble instrument;

b) Woodwinds – soak reeds;

c) Brass – oil valves;
d) Percussion – get equipment ready for the rehearsal.

4) Please get your music from the folio rack.
5) After preparing your horn and getting your music,
a) On inside rehearsal days you will be in your seat no later than two minutes after the tardy bell;
b) On outside rehearsal days you will be in your marching position no later than four minutes after the tardy bell.

For inside rehearsals:
6) Once you are seated, please

a) Arrange your music in preparation for the rehearsal;

b) Warm-up carefully using quiet long tones;
c) Percussion: prepare your equipment for the rehearsal;

d) Begin the assignment written on the board.  
7) When Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss stands on the podium, you will be silent.

8) During the rehearsal, when Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss stops conducting, you will stop playing immediately and listen to his explanation or suggestion for improvement of the particular passage.

9) When Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss steps off the podium, you will prepare for the next piece.  You may converse quietly.  You should not play.
For outside rehearsals:

10) Once you get outside, please

a) Stand in your correct place in the marching block;

b) Warm-up carefully using quiet long tones

11) When the rehearsal is stopped, please listen for any directions provided by the drum major or Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss.

For all rehearsals:

12) Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss will conclude the rehearsal in sufficient time to allow you to properly put your horn and music away.  Should the rehearsal still be in session when the bell rings, you will wait for Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss to excuse the class.  Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss excuses the class NOT the bell.
13) Be sure that any litter is discarded in a wastebasket.

14) At the conclusion of rehearsals on Tuesdays, please stack the chairs along the wall between the west practice rooms and the stands on the rack in the hall.  This will allow the custodian to vacuum the floor.

15) Once steps 12, 13, and 14 have been completed, you may wait quietly for the passing bell by sitting in the chorus chairs near the door.  Do not stand by the door awaiting the bell to ring.
SOLO & ENSEMBLE CONTEST PRACTICE DAYS PROCEDURE 

(January and February only)
1) Solo & Ensemble Contest practice days will be announced each week so that you can plan your correct participation on the day of the practice.

2) Upon arrival in the Music Room at or before the tardy bell, you will check in with Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss or his designee to record your attendance for the day.

3) After checking in, you will get your horn and music and begin practicing your solo or ensemble.  You will practice until 1 minute before the passing bell.
4) At that time, you may put your horn and music away.  You may wait quietly for the passing bell by sitting in the chorus chairs near the door.  Do not stand by the door awaiting the bell to ring
5) If you are not participating in Solo & Ensemble Contests, you have two options:

a) You may practice on band music or your lesson music;

b) You may read a book that is relevant to your school work or do homework from another class.
Please note:  Sitting and talking is not an option.  You must be involved in some productive activity as stated in 5.a. or 5.b.
MUSIC WORKSHOP PROCEDURE

(Second, Third, and Fourth Quarters only)

1) After the marching season has concluded, we will organize music workshops.  Music Workshops allow you to select arts topics that you would like to learn more about.  You and others will join together in a small group to spend time researching and immersing yourselves in a topic that you all select.  These groups are student centered, student directed, and student run activities.

2) Each group will select a leader who is responsible for leading the group in its selected activity. 

3) During the first workshop, each group will create its goals, performance objectives, and evaluation criteria.

4) On workshop days, students enter the room and move immediately to their chosen workshop activity.  If a workshop session is the last part of a class period, you will put your horns and music away before beginning your workshop session.
5) The group leader gets the attendance / grade sheet from Mr. Dowell’s desk and takes attendance.  Then, moves into the day’s activities.  (Leaders who do not turn in the attendance and grade receive a reduced grade for their entire group.)
6) Group members are expected to participate in the activities and are graded on a 3-point scale for their participation by the group leader.
7) The activity concludes no earlier than 1 minute before class ends.  
8) The group leader turns in the attendance / grade sheet in the basket in the front of the room.
9) At the end of each quarter, each workshop group will present their project to the entire class.  Each group will be graded on its achieving its stated goals and performance objectives and against its own evaluation criteria.
10) You may wait quietly for the passing bell for lunch by sitting in the chorus chairs near the door.  Do not stand by the door awaiting the bell to ring. 
CHALLENGE PROCEDURE

1) Both the challenger and the challenged must schedule an appointment with Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss for the challenges.  If the challenged refuses to accept the challenge, the challenger will be promoted.

2) The challenger may challenge only the person sitting immediately ahead of them in the seating chart.

3) Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss will select music and scales for the challenge.

4) Results will be announced immediately.

5) At least a one-week waiting period is required for a re-challenge.

6) The winner of the challenge must be able to play the music on the new part to retain the chair.

REPORT WRITING PROCEDURE
NOTE:  Directly copying someone else’s work without giving them credit is plagiarism and is not tolerated.  A zero will be awarded if any paper is found to plagiarize someone else’s work.

1) Each quarter you will need to prepare a written report.  Select an article, a book, a performing group, a record, or a live concert for your topic.  Other topics may be selected as well.  Please consult with Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss if you have a topic that you would like to present.

2) All the magazines and books on the bookshelf in the front of the Music room are pre-approved for your report.  IN-TUNE Magazine is pre-approved for your report. (You will receive a personal copy of this magazine as a supplement to our class.) All magazines and books must be checked-out with Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss.  Other books or magazines may be used, but you must receive prior permission from Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss.  Internet articles are not permitted.
3) All reports should be typewritten using 1-inch margins with Times New Roman characters at a 12 pitch and double spaced.  Papers may be handwritten on wide lined paper.  Handwritten papers must be written neatly and legibly in ink and written in normal handwriting that should include a minimum of 10 to 12 words per line.

4) All reports will have a title page that includes 

a) The title of the report, 

b) Your name, 

c) The reason for the report (e.g. required semester report, make-up work) and 

d) The date.  

Format is optional, although it should be neat and well organized.

5) Reports of concerts or programs must include

a) Who performed:

b) When and where;

c) What actually happened on the program or concert, including names of pieces played and who wrote the music;

d) General audience response to the performance; and,

e) Your personal evaluation of the quality of the performance.

NOTE:  Item “e”, should be the bulk of the report.  Sections “a” through “d” should be no more than one page of a four page report.
NOTE: This section applies to listened CD’s as well as live concerts and programs.

6) Reports on other Fine Arts topics must include 

a) The name of the article, recording, book, or event;

b) The name of the composer, author, or group;

c) A review of the material researched, viewed, or heard;

d) What the author’s main points are, or highlights of the works;

e) Your opinion of these assertions or works.

NOTE:  Item “e”, should be the bulk of the report.  Sections “a” through “d” should be no more than one page of a four page report.

7) Points will be awarded based upon the quality of the writing including correct grammar, spelling and sentence and paragraph construction.   

8) Generally 2 points will be awarded for each full page that meets the guidelines.

CONCERT BAND UNIFORM

1) You will be provided a red music department polo shirt and a concert outfit consisting of a white tux shirt for gentlemen or a black dress for ladies.
2) These uniform parts are rented to you from the Music Boosters on an annual basis.  You will need to turn in the $10 rental fee during the first two weeks of school.

3) In addition, gentlemen are required to have a pair of good black slacks or pants and black socks and black dress shoes; and, ladies are required to purchase the necklaces and have black dress shoes.
4) Students are responsible to properly care for the rented parts of the concert costume.

5) Students must turn in these rented parts upon leaving the band or chorus or the end of school.  Failure to do so will result in a fine equaling the replacement cost of the unreturned item.

QUARTER AND SEMESTER GRADES CRITERIA

 For each quarter, your final grade will consist of 
1. Attendance criteria   
10%
2.  Performance activity  
70%
3. General class contribution  
10%
4. Quarter Test
10%
 For each semester, your final grade will consist of
1. Grade for first quarter in semester  
50%
2. Grade for second quarter in semester  
50%
 At the beginning of each quarter, you will begin with zero (0) points.  Throughout the quarter you will earn points based upon your attendance, performance activity, general contribution, and the quarter test.  The total points available vary depending upon the number of days of attendance, the number of performances and music workshops.  All of the other criteria are static for each quarter.
We use this grading scale:

A
90-100%


B
80-89%


C
70-79%


D
60-69%


F
 0- 59%

The total number of points available for a quarter will be posted at the beginning of the quarter.  You will be able to determine how many points you need to earn to receive the appropriate grade.
See Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss if you have any questions or concerns regarding your grade or any other activities that may be considered for points.
The participation and performance point system is shown on the following pages.
 

GRADING SYSTEM
 CRITERIA                                                               
POINTS
1) Attendance
a) Daily class
2 each

b) On-time 98% of time
10 each quarter

c) Instrument & music in place 98% of time
10 each quarter

Instruments must be stored in closed cases and on the correct shelves in the Instrument Storage Room.  Music must be stored in the provided folders and placed on the music rack.  If the music is checked out, then a checkout sheet must be in its place.
d) Excused absence
1
(Any school related activity, family event, or medical – requires written note from parents or sponsor.)

e) Truant

-20

2) Performance Activity
a) Performances
i)  Concerts and Parades
15 each
ii)  On time
2 each
iii)  Correct Uniform
3 each
iv) Excused absence
3 each
(Other school related activity, family event, or medical – requires a written note from parents or sponsor.)

b) Prove ability to play concert music
20 each quarter
All students are required to prove that they can play their band music before a performance.  To assist in this requirement, lessons are available for any student who wishes individual assistance.  Students who do not take lessons are responsible to schedule a time with Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss to complete this requirement.  Students are responsible to complete this requirement before a performance date.  Students who complete this requirement will receive 20 points designated for this item.  For students not completing this requirement, points are awarded on a sliding scale in proportion to the number of pieces being played and which pieces of music that they have passed.
c) Bi-weekly playing evaluation
5 each
d) Seating
i)  First Chair 
1
ii) Initiating a challenge
1 each
iii) Advance one chair
2 each
(Initial chair seating will be determined by audition)
e) Report 
i) Write a report on a suitable arts-interest subject each quarter.
(1) Junior High – 3-page report
6 each quarter
 (See Report Writing Guidelines included in this booklet)

f) Music Workshops
3 each session
3) Extra Credit Performance Activity points
a) Lessons – private or group
1 for each lesson
b)  Playing or singing in a group other than band
1 for each 2 hours
c) Listening to recorded music
1 for each 4 hours

(Report required – see Report Writing Guidelines – minimum of 1 page for each point.)
d) Attend Concerts by other groups 
1 per concert
e) Reports on any Fine Arts subject
i) Written – 1 page
2 each
ii) Verbal – 15 minutes
2 each
iii) Both Written and Verbal
4 each
(See Report Writing Guidelines included in this booklet)  
f) IN-TUNE Magazine
2 each
i) read any article and write a report on the article
                (See Report Writing Guidelines included in this booklet)  
g) IMEA District Auditions (optional participation)
i)  Prepare and make audition
4 each
ii) Accepted in District band
6 each
iii) First chair in District Band
2 each
h) Solo & Ensemble Festival (required participation)
i)  Prepare and play solo
4 each
ii)  Prepare and play ensemble
4 each  
i) Summer Music Program
i) Lessons
1 each
ii)  Practice time
8 on a sliding scale
 (Applied only to first quarter)
j) Participation in other music groups – points awarded on the basis of participation, hours of practice, performances, and other factors.  Requires a written note from the sponsor or director of the group or event explaining the details of your participation.  Some examples include NCJHS Chorus, Nauvoo Community Band, or a church related band.
k) Other arts activities or events may be considered for extra credit performance activity points.  See Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss for consideration and approval.
 
MAKE-UP OPTIONS 
Note:  Any make-up work must be completed within in 5 school days of the absence.  If not completed within this time frame no credit will be awarded.)
1) Any activity acceptable for Extra Credit is permitted for Make-up work for missed class time.  You should consult with Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss before beginning any Make-up Work.
2) Make-up for missing performances is limited to an assignment from a music textbook provided by Mr. Dowell or Mr. Kanauss.
Using the textbook, “Music – Sound and Sense” by Ronald L. Byrnside:

a) You will read two chapters for each missed Band Performance.

b) After reading each chapter, 

i) You will define all of the Key Terms at the end of the chapter.  

ii) You will respond to the problem or analysis posed by the Thinking About It question.

iii) Pass a quiz on the chapters that you read.

c) The front page of the paper must include these items

i) Your name

ii) The Title, “Band Performance Makeup Work”

iii) The date of the band performance for which the make-up work is intended

iv) The chapter from the book that you are using for the make-up work.

Here is an example of what the front-page title block should look like:
Sam Student
Band Performance Makeup Work
Band Performance for 20 FEB 2004
Chapter 1 of “Music – Sound and Sense”
d) A typewritten paper is preferred.  If you choose to hand write the paper, please do so legibly and neatly in ink.  Illegible papers will be returned without credit.  

e) Papers will be graded for correct grammar and writing style as well as correct answers to the vocabulary and problems.   You will receive full credit for the makeup unless you receive a “D” or “F” on the written work.  A “D” will be half credit and an “F” will not receive any credit.

NOTE:  Directly copying someone else’s work without giving them credit is plagiarism and is not acceptable.  A zero will be awarded if any paper is found to plagiarize someone else’s work.
MAKE-UP IS ALLOWED ONLY FOR EXCUSED ABSENCES.
Excused absences are allowed for all school related activities, family events, or medical absences or appointments.  To be excused, a written note from your teacher or parents or guardians is required, preferably before the absence.
 
2008-2009 BAND HANDBOOK RECEIPT
I HAVE READ THE 2008-2009 BAND HANDBOOK.  I UNDERSTAND THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE BAND CLASS AND AGREE TO FOLLOW THE RULES, PROCEDURES, AND GRADING CRITERIA AS EXPLAINED.
NAME OF STUDENT 



SIGNATURE OF STUDENT 



DATE SIGNED  


* * * * * * * * * * * * *

I HAVE READ THE 2008-2009 BAND HANDBOOK AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS REQUIRED OF MY STUDENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BAND CLASS.

NAME OF PARENT 



SIGNATURE OF PARENT 



DATE SIGNED  


THIS RECEIPT IS DUE ONE WEEK AFTER SCHOOL STARTS

25 August 2008.
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Revised: 15 August 2008

1 Winston Churchill

